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with care and great deliberation, and I thought intelli-
gently. I knew it to be with right intentions. If any con-
siderable number of our friends were resolved to oppose the
President and the policy of the Administration a division
would be unavoidable. He could not abandon his convic-
tions to gratify mere factious schemers.

We then got on the subject of the recently published let-
ter of a "conversation between the President and a dis-
tinguished Senator," in which there were indications that
the President would not go for unlimited negro suffrage in
the District. Wilson inquired what course the President
would be likely to pursue. I told him I was unable to
answer that question, except as he would, from a general
knowledge of the President's opinions on fundamental
questions. He would be disposed to have the people of the
District exercise the same rights in this regard as the people
of the States.